
Organic 

Gardening
Plano Community 

Gardeners Share Their 

Experience



Selecting a site

 Location, location, location

 North-South versus East-West orientation

 Minimum hours of sunlight

 Close to water source

 Good drainage



Building the bed

 Types of beds

 In-ground

 Raised

 Cement blocks

 Cedar or pine boards

 Soil mounds

 Containers

 Alternative, supplement



Building the beds

 Preferred width and length and depth

 Approximate yield

 Soil testing



Building the beds

 Design your plantings

 How tall will the plant get?

 How wide will the plant get?

 Where is the sun coming from?

 Tall to short plantings



Preparing the soil

 Goal: Feed the microbes 

 A well-amended soil = microbial diversity

 Keep the soil covered with a mulch



Preparing the soil

Types of amendments
 Soil blend (native soil and compost)

 Compost

 Top dressing

 Green sand

 Dried leaves

 Green grass clippings



Preparing the soil

Optional amendments
 Composted (mature) manure

 Seed meals (alfalfa, soy, cottonseed)

 Blood meal

 Bone meal

 Molasses



What to plant and when

 Spring season

 Prepare the soil (November – February)

 Plant

 Soil temperature reaches  ___ o (depends on crop)

 After average last frost date (March 15)**

 Cages and frost-proofing



What to plant and when

 Spring season

 Seeds or transplants

 Select varieties appropriate to the area

 Know your plants’ needs 

 cool/hot

 wet/dry, etc.



What to plant and when

 Spring season

 Companion planting

 Which like to be together

 Which don’t like to be together

 Crop rotation

 Know your families



What to plant and when
 Spring season

 February: Potatoes, onions, 
cabbages, peas

 March: Mustards, cabbages, 
beets, tomatoes. lettuces

 April: Eggplants, peppers, 
beans, squash, cantaloupe, 
cucumbers

 May: Sweet potatoes, okra

 June-July: water and harvest 
only



What to plant and when
 Fall season

 Amend the soil every time 
you take a crop out

 Plant

 Some seeds need to be 
started indoors (cooler)

 Calculate from average first 
frost (Nov 15) back to 
planting time

 Find out the days to maturity

 Rotate your crops



What to plant and when
 Fall season

 July: Peppers, tomatoes, eggplant, 
squash

 August: Cabbages, broccoli, 
lettuces, cucumbers

 September: Lettuces, spinach, 
mustards, greens, turnips, 
cabbages, bunching onions, 
carrots

 October: Beets, garlic, leeks, 
radishes

 November – December: improve 
the soil



Basic Maintenance

 Efficient watering

 Provide what the plant needs

(1” per week)

 Deep, less-frequent watering

 Water early to allow leaves to 

dry before nightfall



Basic Maintenance

 Efficient watering

 Adjust based on weather and season

 Hand watering or drip irrigation

 Mulch to retain moisture

 Compost is recommended



Integrated Pest Management

 Good sanitation

 Select only healthy, well-adapted varieties

 More resistant to disease and pests

 Select plants bred for resistance

 Remove diseased/spent plants immediately

 Prevention vs. remediation

 Be observant

 Be proactive



Integrated Pest Management

 Know the enemy

 Learn to identify the bad bugs

 Remove diseased plants immediately

 Treat the specific problem

 Determine the least-toxic options



Integrated Pest Management

 Encourage beneficial insects

 Provide shelter, food, water

 Know the adult, larvae forms



Integrated Pest Management

 Use physical barriers

 Floating row covers

 Collars (chopstick, nail, coffee can, etc.)

 Fencing

 Bird netting



Integrated Pest Management

 OMRI-approved products

 Spinosad (fire ants)

 Surround WP (cucumber beetles)

 Actinovate (fungus, wilt, nematodes)

 Bt: Bacillus thuringiensis (all caterpillars)

 Neem oil (direct contact with pest)

 Diatomaceous earth

 Sluggo (slugs and snails)



Harvesting

 Know when they are ready

 Know what to eat

 Compost the rest

 Harvest promptly (daily)

 Enjoy the bounty!



Tips for Success

 Plan, plan, plan

 Plan AHEAD

 Start small

 Start easy

 Keep it simple



Tips for Success

 Use the right tools

 Regular maintenance

 Involve the family

 Be patient

 Keep good records



Resources

 Texas A&M’s Home 

Vegetable Gardening 

Guide



http://vegetableipm.tamu.edu

http://vegetableipm.tamu.edu/


http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/vegetable/guides/

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/vegetable/guides/


http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/publications/cucurbitproblemsolver/

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/publications/cucurbitproblemsolver/


http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/publications/tomatoproblemsolver/

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/publications/tomatoproblemsolver/


Resources

 Collin County Master Gardeners

 http://ccmgatx.org

 Books at Plano Library

 Internet

 Texas A&M’s AgriLife

 Reputable nurseries

 Consider classes

http://ccmgatx.org/

