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The City of Planoʼs Environmental Education & Community Outreach division is ready to help you learn 
more about protecting our environment, conserving resources and reducing your impact on the earth.  

All programs can be scheduled online by visiting our website at livegreeninplano.obsres.com.
For additional questions, call (972) 769-4130.

Map to Resource Sites
* Environmental Education Center and Gardens

* Household Chemical Reuse Center

* Green ’n’ Clean Garage

* Plano Community Garden

* Parkway Service Center

* Environmental Education & Community Outreach Office

livegreeninplano.com
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LEARN about Green Living        

* Adult Programs

* Youth Programs

EXPERIENCE Green Living

PARTICIPATE in Green Living

Environmental Education Center

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/


L E A R N E X P E R I E N C E P A R T I C I P A T E

Green Living in Plano

livegreeninplano.com

Adult Programs

(Pre-Scheduled, check
livegreeninplano.obsres.com)

* YardWise Gardening

* Backyard Composting

* Food Composting

* Texas SmartScape®

* Do-It-Yourself Energy Efficiency 
    Workshops

* Learn Green 2 Live Green Series

Adult Programs

(Request Speaker)

* Energy Efficiency

* Water Quality & Conservation

* Waste Management

* Yard & Garden

* Chemical Safety

* City Services

* Air Quality

* Sustainability

Corporate Programs

* Green Living Presentations

* Environmental Fair Exhibits

* Green Bag Lunch Talks

* Exhibit Loans

Youth Programs

* School Day Programs

* After School Programs

* Early Childhood Programs

* Scout Programs

* Field Trips

* Youth Educational Resources

Special Events

* Live Green Expo

* Great American Cleanup™

* Electronic Recycling Collections

* Special Reuse Collection Events

Garden Programs

* Plano Community Garden

* Kids in the Garden

Rebate & Incentive Programs

Environmental Education 
Center

* Building

* Nature Explore Garden

* Texas SmartScape® Garden

* Backyard Compost Demonstration

Tours  

Resources

* Green `n’ Clean Garage

* Household Chemical Reuse Center

* Exhibit Loans

* Zero Waste Event Supplies

Training

* Live Green in Plano Volunteer 
    Training

* ECO Teens

* Master Composter

* Environmental Club Leadership

* Environmental Awards Workshop

* Online Learning

Volunteer Opportunities

Community/Neighborhood 
Programs

* Community Cleanups

* Neighborhood Dumpster

* Backyard Talks

* Civic Group Presentations

* Adopt-A-Highway

* Storm Drain Marking Program

Environmental Community 
Awards
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Envi ronmenta l  Educat ion & Communi ty  Out reach

YardWise Series
Come learn a simple four-step program to help 
maintain a healthy yard with less cost, work and 
waste. Sign up for one or all of the classes to 
learn how to improve your landscape.  

YardWise 1: Healthy Soils and Plants
Tired of mucking around in ‘clay gumbo’ or hard-
pan soil when you’re trying to plant? Learn about 
Plano soils and how to improve soil fertility 
through YardWise practices that include 
composting,grasscycling and mulching.  

YardWise 2: Green Landscape Design
Create a beautiful and healthy landscape by 
learning to put the right plant in the right place. 
Learn about water-saving practices for the 
landscape and how to incorporate design 
principles emphasizing the use of native and 
adapted plants.

YardWise 3: Plants, Shrubs & Trees
Choosing Texas friendly plants and trees that are 
well-adapted to our area and weather conditions 
will make a big difference in the success of your 
landscape. In this class, the best plant, shrub and 
tree selections will be showcased through slides, 
and their cultural requirements will be discussed.

YardWise 4: Friendly Pest Control
No yard is without some type of pest problems. 
Learn how IPM (Integrated Pest Management) 
strategies can help you manage pests using the 
most environmentally friendly means.

Backyard Composting
This class covers the basics of composting and worm 
composting including: pile recipe and maintenance, 
types of compost bins, ways to use finished compost, 
benefits of compost to the soil, and an overview 
of the how-tos of worm composting. Participants build 
a compost pile and tour the Backyard Compost 
Demonstration Site.

Food Composting
Food composting is easily accomplished using worms 
in either an indoor or outdoor setting. This class teaches 
the basics of food composting using a worm bin 
(vermi-composting) or a bio-digester. Learn all about 
which worms to use, where to get them, what they eat, 
how to set up a bin or digester and how the resulting 
castings can be used as a fertile soil amendment.  

Texas SmartScape®

This interactive program teaches North Texans the 
SmartScape® concepts of landscaping with native and 
adapted plants. This innovative program encourages 
landscaping to promote water conservation and 
requires little to no pesticides or fertilizers to thrive.

Do-It-Yourself Energy Efficiency Workshops
Learn simple techniques to save money and make your 
home more energy efficient. While supplies last, you’ll 
receive your own Energy Efficiency Toolkit to help you 
get started with your energy efficiency updates.  

Learn Green to Live Green Series
Learn the latest tips for conserving natural and financial 
resources. This series of evening talks on a variety of 
environmental topics is scheduled throughout the year 
at local libraries. Past presentations have focused 
on rainwater harvesting, organic gardening, energy 
efficiency upgrades for the home, fuel efficient 
vehicles, food composting and air quality. Check our 
website or your local library for upcoming schedules.

P R E - S C H E D U L E D  A D U L T  P R O G R A M S

livegreeninplano.com

The following classes and workshops are scheduled on a regular basis throughout the year. Please check our 
website at livegreeninplano.obsres.com for an up-to-date schedule and information on registering for 

these programs. Registration is required for all classes.
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Energy Efficiency

10 Steps to a Greener Home
Energy bills got you down? Learn a variety of simple, 
energy efficient adjustments for your home that can 
lower your utility bills and conserve natural resources.  

Shrink Your Shoe Size: Lower Your Carbon 
Footprint and Save Money
Tired of constantly refueling your car? Want to keep 
your home at a comfortable temperature year-round 
and save money at the same time? Learn the basics 
of reducing your carbon footprint, and arm yourself 
with tools to create a more eco-friendly and 
financially-savvy lifestyle. 

Water Quality & Conservation

Down the Drain: Water Quality in Your 
Neighborhood
How do our everyday actions affect the environment? 
Find out what goes down storm drains in Plano as a 
result of common yard care and home improvement 
practices and their impact on water quality.  

Simple Ways to Save Water Indoors and Out
By modifying a few everyday habits and using 
inexpensive technology upgrades, you can conserve 
water both inside your home and in your landscape.  

Rainwater Harvesting
Want to learn how to capture some rainy day water for 
use in the hot summer months? Discover how to start 
collecting water and where to find materials for rainwater 
harvesting.  

Do-It-Yourself Sprinkler Repair
An irrigation system requires periodic checkups to work 
efficiently. Homeowners lose up to 50 percent of their 
water with an inefficient system due to minor problems 
which are easily repaired. Learn how to handle minor 
irrigation system repairs, water efficiently, and choose 
an irrigation specialist.

R E Q U E S T  S P E A K E R  A D U L T  P R O G R A M S

livegreeninplano.com

Choose the program that fits your interest or needs. Contact us to request a speaker for your group. 
Minimum audience size of 12 is required. To request a program, go to livegreeninplano.obsres.com.
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Waste Management

Litter - What Does it Cost You?
Litter endangers our environment through its effects on 
public health, property values, neighborhood crime 
and injuries to children and animals. Can litter be 
controlled? You bet! Learn how.

Here Today, Here Tomorrow
Cigarettes are the most littered item in the world. Learn 
the staggering numbers and why they are so important 
to know. We can make a difference, and it starts right 
here today.

Electronic-Waste: Toxic Trash & What You 
Can Do About It
How can you recycle broken or unwanted electronics? 
Why is it important to do so? Learn about this rapidly 
growing waste and how you can recycle it safely 
and responsibly.  

The Problem with Plastic
Modern life depends on the convenience of plastic, 
but what is the real cost of plastic water bottles and 
grocery bags? This cradle to grave look at the 
production, use and disposal of our favorite plastic 
items calls attention to their impact on the environment. 
The presentation also offers great suggestions on how 
you can minimize the effect of plastic in your life.

Where Does Trash Go?
Every day in the United States each person throws 
away almost five pounds of garbage, but where 
does it all go? We don’t take the time to consider 
the work that goes into disposing of all the waste 
we create and the impact it has on our resources. 
Find out more about municipal waste programs, 
the local landfill and why it is important to reduce, 
reuse and recycle.

Why is Recycling Important to You?
Recycling touches us all in unexpected ways. 
Schedule this program to learn more about how 
you can become a better recycler and how 
recycling can benefit you, your family and your 
community.

Yard & Garden

Green Your Garage
Equip your garage or gardening headquarters with tools 
and techniques that save you time in the garden and are 
beneficial to the environment! Discover simple ways to 
conserve water, protect water sources and minimize use 
of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides.

Smart Yards for North Texas
Hear about seven basic landscape principles that will 
help you free up your time, use less water and chemicals, 
and attract birds and butterflies to your yard. 
Learn how some simple changes will add color 
and interest to your yard while saving you time 
and money.

Find the Treasure in Your Yard
Creating compost with leaves and grass trimmings 
from your yard is free! Compost becomes treasure 
when added to our clay soil, unlocking and releasing 
the rich nutrients that healthy plants need. Learn 
how to build a compost pile in your backyard and 
about the uses and benefits of compost to our soils, 
turf grass and landscape beds.

Compost: The Soil Miracle Worker
Learn about problems with our native soils and the 
amazing action of compost to solve them. Find out 
about the variety of soil amendments in the Texas Pure 
product line, why they are needed and how they 
should be used. Finally, find out how to save big 
when you buy Texas Pure products.

livegreeninplano.com 5
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Chemical Safety

Safe Home, Safe Kids
Learn what the labels to some of the most commonly 
used cleaning products really mean and discover 
safer, cheaper alternatives to chemicals! This program 
helps parents of young children make their homes 
and communities safer by teaching them how to 
recognize and minimize the potential hazards of 
common household chemicals inside and around 
their home.

livegreeninplano.com

City Services

Plano’s Best
Where can you get free paint, pool and automotive 
chemicals? How can you save money on your 
monthly utility bills? What can your neighborhood 
or community group do to beautify your surroundings? 
Find out the answers to these and other questions 
as you learn about the City of Plano’s environmental 
services.

Curb to Compost
Learn how the City keeps yard trimmings out of 
the landfill and turns them into a valuable soil 
amendment. Follow the process from residential 
curbside pick-up to the Regional Composting Facility. 
Watch how Texas Pure products blend landscape 
trimmings and grass clippings with organic food 
residuals to create mulch, compost and enriched 
soil products which are then tested, packaged 
and sold.
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CORPORATE PROGRAMS

Environmental educators are available to present
programs for employees of local corporations 

and businesses on location. Select an available 
program in the “Request a Speaker” section 
and it can be customized for your corporate 

Environmental Fair, a Green Bag Lunch, and more. 
Environmental exhibits are available for loan. 

A complete listing of programs and 
exhibits are available online. To request a program, 

go to livegreeninplano.obsres.com.

Sustainability

7 Steps to a More Sustainable Lifestyle
Experts agree there are seven simple steps you can 
take that make a large impact on the environment. 
These ideas are low cost and easily incorporated into 
your daily routines, instantly giving you a greener, 
more sustainable lifestyle.  

Go Green 101 
“Sustainable! Eco-friendly! Go green!” What does it 
all mean? This program is a beginner’s guide to 
making sense of the green hype and incorporating 
inexpensive, environmentally-friendly changes into 
your daily routine. The class can be customized to 
reflect the needs in the office. 

Green Your Apartment Series 
Apartment community employees and residents can 
learn about eco-friendly, money-saving practices 
specifically tailored to apartment living. Choose from 
a variety of green living topics including indoor air 
quality, energy efficiency, and container gardening 
classes that support a comfortable lifestyle. These 
classes will be coordinated with the apartment manager’s 
office and presented on-site at the apartment community.
 

Air Quality

Breathe Easier: Ways to Improve 
Air Quality
Allergy sufferers, take note! Learn simple ways to 
improve the air quality inside and outside your home 
by adjusting your energy use, cleaning strategies 
and décor.

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/
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School Day 
Programs

Classroom Presentations
Kindergarten

* Worms Eat Our Garbage

* Community Workers & 
   The Story of Trash

* Water - What Goes Around 
   Comes Around

* Wartville Wizard

First Grade

* Healthy Soil, Healthy Plants

* Wartville Wizard

Second Grade

* Where Does Our Energy 
   Come From?

* Drip, Drop - The Water Cycle

* Air Quality - How Much 
   Pollution?

* 3R’s - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

Third grade

* Soils and Decay

* Solar Energy - It’s Powerful

* Air Quality - 
   How Much Pollution?

Fourth Grade

* Energy Savers

* Life Cycle of Plants - 
   From Seed to Flower

* Hazards in Your Home

* Air Quality - 
   How Much Pollution?

* EnviroScape® - 
   Water Pollution Problems

Fifth Grade

* Renewable Energy

* Decomposers and the 
   Carbon Cycle

* EnviroScape® - 
   Water Pollution Problems

Middle School

* The Problem with Litter

* Carbon Footprint - 
   Shrink Your Shoe Size

* Electronic-Waste - Toxic Trash 
   & What You Can Do About It

* Energy - What Does It 
   Mean To You?

* The Problem with Plastic

* Professor Waterwise’s 
   Water Trivia

* Vermi-Composting

High School

* Carbon Footprint - 
   Shrink Your Shoe Size

* Electronic-Waste - Toxic Trash 
   & What You Can Do About It

* Energy - What Does It Mean 
   To You?

* The Problem with Plastic (AVID)

* Waste Management 
   (AP Environmental Science)

* Cigarettes Last Forever

* Messin’ with Texas

* Recycling and the Landfill (AVID)

* Supply & Demand - 
   Water Treatment and Distribution

* Water - Is Bottled Better?

* Is This Creek Fit For Fish?

* Vermi-Composting

* The Cost of Air Pollution

After School
Programs

At The Environmental 
Education Center

* Composting    

* Gardening    

* Food Composting

* Recycling

* Plants

* Animals

* Life Cycles

* Habitats 

* Water Quality

* Water Conservation

* Energy

* Air Quality

At The Plano Community 
Garden

* Kids in the Garden

At Your School

* Litter Awareness & Prevention

* Recycling

* Composting

* Household Chemical Safety

* Water Education

* Air Quality

* Energy 

(Also, School Day Programs 
are available for after school.)

livegreeninplano.com

www.livegreeninplano.com


8

School Day 
Programs

Classroom Presentations
Kindergarten

* Worms Eat Our Garbage

* Community Workers & 
   The Story of Trash

* Water - What Goes Around 
   Comes Around

* Wartville Wizard

First Grade

* Healthy Soil, Healthy Plants

* Wartville Wizard

Second Grade

* Where Does Our Energy 
   Come From?

* Drip, Drop - The Water Cycle

* Air Quality - How Much 
   Pollution?

* 3R’s - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

Third grade

* Soils and Decay

* Solar Energy - It’s Powerful

* Air Quality - 
   How Much Pollution?

Fourth Grade

* Energy Savers

* Life Cycle of Plants - 
   From Seed to Flower

* Hazards in Your Home

* Air Quality - 
   How Much Pollution?

* EnviroScape® - 
   Water Pollution Problems

Fifth Grade

* Renewable Energy

* Decomposers and the 
   Carbon Cycle

* EnviroScape® - 
   Water Pollution Problems

Middle School

* The Problem with Litter

* Carbon Footprint - 
   Shrink Your Shoe Size

* Electronic-Waste - Toxic Trash 
   & What You Can Do About It

* Energy - What Does It 
   Mean To You?

* The Problem with Plastic

* Professor Waterwise’s 
   Water Trivia

* Vermi-Composting

High School

* Carbon Footprint - 
   Shrink Your Shoe Size

* Electronic-Waste - Toxic Trash 
   & What You Can Do About It

* Energy - What Does It Mean 
   To You?

* The Problem with Plastic (AVID)

* Waste Management 
   (AP Environmental Science)

* Cigarettes Last Forever

* Messin’ with Texas

* Recycling and the Landfill (AVID)

* Supply & Demand - 
   Water Treatment and Distribution

* Water - Is Bottled Better?

* Is This Creek Fit For Fish?

* Vermi-Composting

* The Cost of Air Pollution

After School
Programs

At The Environmental 
Education Center

* Composting    

* Gardening    

* Food Composting

* Recycling

* Plants

* Animals

* Life Cycles

* Habitats 

* Water Quality

* Water Conservation

* Energy

* Air Quality

At The Plano Community 
Garden

* Kids in the Garden

At Your School

* Litter Awareness & Prevention

* Recycling

* Composting

* Household Chemical Safety

* Water Education

* Air Quality

* Energy 

(Also, School Day Programs 
are available for after school.)

livegreeninplano.com

Youth Educational
Resources

* Discovery Boxes

* Community Cleanup Materials

* Mascots

* Games

* Puppet Shows

* Films

livegreeninplano.com

Cub Scouts

* Litter to Glitter

* World Conservation Patch

Tiger Cub Electives

* #33 - Clean Up Treasure Hunt

* #34 - Conservation

* #47 - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

Wolf Cub Achievement

* #7 - Your Living World

Bear Cub Achievement

* #6 - Take Care of Your Planet

Webelos Activity Badge

* Citizen, Saving Our Resources

Boy Scout Merit Badge

* Environmental Science

* Soil and Water Conservation

Scout Programs

At The Environmental 
Education Center
Daisy Petals

* Use Resources Wisely

* Make the World a Better Place

* Welcome to the Flower 
   Garden Journey

* Between Earth and Sky Journey

Brownie Try-its

* Plants

* Eco-Explorer

* Earth is Our Home

* Water Everywhere

* Water Drop Patch

* Watching Wildlife

* Wonders of Water Journey

Junior Badges

* Eco-Action

* Earth Connections

* Plants and Animals

* Water Wonders

* Water Drop Patch

* Agent of Change Journey

* Get Moving Journey

Destination

Environmental 
Education Center 
Field Trips

Kindergarten

* Habitats

First Grade

* Everything in Its Place

Third Grade

* Community Helpers

Older Elementary 
and Middle School

* Green Building Field Trips

Secondary School

* Facility Tours

* Recycling Truck Experience

9

Early Childhood 
Programs

* Habitat Discovery Walk
   and Worm Dig

* Garbage Grouch Puppet Show 
   and Recycle Relay

* Freddie the Fish and Feed 
   the Frog

* Wartville Wizard and Litter Toss

* Fun with the Sun and How 
   Much Air Pollution?

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://www.plano.gov/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL%20SERVICES/GREENLIVING/LITTERPREVENTION/Pages/CommunityCleanups.aspx
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Classroom Presentations

Kindergarten
Worms Eat Our Garbage
Discover worm composting, nature’s way of recycling 
organic matter.

Community Workers & The Story of Trash 
Learn about the role of community helpers in solving 
the problem of too much trash. Students learn 
how to be community helpers by reducing, reusing 
and recycling.

Water - What Goes Around Comes Around
Learn the different parts of the water cycle in a fun, 
interactive way.

Wartville Wizard
 A story about a town of “litterers.” After the story 
kids talk about the negative effects of litter.

First Grade
Healthy Soil, Healthy Plants
Investigate the relationship between plants and the 
environment they grow in.

Wartville Wizard
A story about a town of “litterers.” After the story 
kids talk about the negative effects of litter.

Second Grade
Where Does Our Energy Come From? 
How were our energy sources formed, and what 
are the costs and benefits of each? What choices 
can we make each day to save energy?  

Drip Drop - The Water Cycle
Students learn in a fun and interactive way how 
the water cycle works.

Air Quality - How Much Pollution?
In this interactive lesson, kids learn how 
transportation vehicles cause air pollution and 
about making choices to improve air quality. Requires 
teamwork and movement around the classroom. 

3R’s - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Learn about the problem of too much trash and how 
to reduce, reuse and recycle to resolve the problem.

Third Grade
Soils and Decay
Examine the role of decomposers in the soil 
eco-system.

Solar Energy - It’s Powerful
The sun is a renewable, clean source of energy. 
We can harness it to power our homes, schools and 
cities. Learn about solar energy and how we can 
use it each day.

Air Quality - How Much Pollution?
In this interactive lesson, kids learn how transportation 
vehicles cause air pollution and about making 
choices to improve air quality. Requires teamwork and 
movement around the classroom.

Fourth Grade
Energy Savers
Kids learn about energy savers and energy 
wasters in a home. This lesson includes a jeopardy 
game about energy saving practices.

Life Cycle of Plants - From Seed to Flower
Follow the life cycle of a plant!

Hazards in Your Home
Kids learn how to use, store and discard chemicals 
found in their homes to prevent pollution and avoid 
potential health problems.  

S C H O O L  D A Y  P R O G R A M S

livegreeninplano.com

City of Plano Environmental Educators are available to present the classes listed below in your classroom. 
Each presentation is correlated to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and Plano Independent 

School District’s (PISD) integrated curriculum. Each program is guaranteed to be interesting, interactive 
and enjoyable for students. To schedule one of the following presentations, visit our website

and register online at livegreeninplano.obsres.com. 

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/
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Air Quality - How Much Pollution?
In this interactive lesson, kids learn how transportation 
vehicles cause air pollution and about making 
choices to improve air quality. Requires teamwork 
and movement around the classroom.  

EnviroScape® - Water Pollution Problems
This interactive lesson makes use of a model town 
that shows students how our daily habits impact the 
environment and disturb the natural balance and 
recycling process of water.

Fifth Grade
Renewable Energy
What is renewable energy, and what are the sources? 
How can we use renewable energy, and how can 
we save energy each day?

Decomposers and the Carbon Cycle
Explore decomposition and its role in the 
carbon cycle.

EnviroScape® - Water Pollution Problems
This interactive lesson makes use of a model town 
that shows students how our daily habits impact the 
environment and disturb the natural balance and 
recycling process of water.

Middle School
The Problem with Litter
Kids learn why people litter, why it’s an important 
environmental issue and what they can do.

Carbon Footprint - Shrink Your Shoe Size
What is a carbon footprint? How big is your carbon 
footprint, and how can you reduce your environmental 
impact? Kids will learn the basics of how to reduce 
their carbon footprints and arm themselves with tools 
to practice a healthier, more environmentally-friendly 
and financially-savvy lifestyle.

Electronic-Waste - Toxic Trash & What You 
Can Do About It
How can you recycle broken or unwanted electronics? 
Why is it important to do so? Learn about one of 
the fastest-growing types of waste and how you 
can recycle it safely and responsibly.
  

Energy - What Does It Mean To You?
How much energy goes into making a hamburger? 
How far did the ingredients travel, and how does 
this impact my daily life? Learn about the energy 
costs of materials we buy every day and what choices 
you can make toward healthier, more eco-friendly 
purchasing habits.

The Problem with Plastic
Modern life depends on the convenience of plastic, 
but what is the real cost of plastic water bottles and 
grocery bags? This cradle to grave look at the 
production, use and disposal of our favorite plastic 
items calls attention to their impact on the environment 
and offers suggestion on how you can minimize their 
effect in your life.

Professor Waterwise’s Water Trivia
While students answer questions in this game of 
knowledge, visual demonstrations teach about 
water conservation, water science, water treatment 
and water pollution.

Vermi-Composting
Don’t let the worms crawl in and the worms crawl 
out – put them to work! We’ll teach students to use 
specialized red worms to compost food waste. 
Learn to set up and maintain a worm bin, and to 
harvest and use worm castings.

livegreeninplano.com

www.livegreeninplano.com
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High School
Carbon Footprint - Shrink Your Shoe Size 
What is a carbon footprint? How big is your carbon 
footprint, and how can you reduce your environmental 
impact? Kids will learn the basics of how to reduce 
their carbon footprints and arm themselves with tools 
to practice a healthier, more environmentally-friendly 
and financially-savvy lifestyle.

Electronic-Waste - 
Toxic Trash & What You Can Do About It
How can you recycle broken or unwanted electronics? 
Why is it important to do so? Learn about one of the 
fastest growing types of waste and how you can 
recycle it safely and responsibly.  

Energy - What Does It Mean To You?
How much energy goes into making a hamburger? How 
far did the ingredients travel, and how does this impact 
my daily life? Learn about the energy costs of materials 
we buy every day and what choices you can make 
toward healthier, more eco-friendly purchasing habits.

The Problem with Plastic (AVID)
Modern life depends on the convenience of plastic, but 
what is the real cost of plastic water bottles and grocery 
bags? This cradle to grave look at the production, use 
and disposal of our favorite plastic items calls attention 
to their impact on the environment and offers suggestion 
on how you can minimize their effect in your life.

Waste Management (AP Environmental Science)
In our consumer society we create more and more waste 
every day. While disposal is an ongoing challenge, 
most of us never think about it, or have to. This program 
looks at the sources of our waste and what we are 
doing to manage our waste. Sanitary landfill opera-
tions are explained, and students come to understand 
the importance of reducing, reusing and recycling. 
(Note: this program was developed for the AP Environmental 
Science program).

Cigarettes Last Forever
Students learn about the effects of litter in general and 
cigarette litter specifically. Acrylic cubes of cigarette butts 
graphically illustrate the magnitude of cigarette litter.

Messin’ with Texas
A self-proclaimed, one-man anti-litter patrol sets out 
to clean up careless litterers, but somehow finds 
himself in a puzzling mishap where the joke’s on him. 
Together with his side-kick, they use edgy humor to 
warn people how trash costs cash.

Recycling and the Landfill (AVID)
What happens to all the trash people produce 
every day? Take a closer look at the inner workings 
of a landfill and the Material Recovery Facilities 
which make modern waste management and 
recycling programs possible.

Supply & Demand - Water Landscape 
Treatment and Distribution
Ever wonder how water gets from the lake to your 
house or wonder how a water tower works in the 
process? This class teaches about drinking water 
treatment and water is transported from the treatment 
facility to your house. Activities include: making a 
water filter and enjoying a demonstration of a 
water tower. 

Water - Is Bottled Better?
Students discuss the differences between tap and 
bottled water, including regulation, costs and environ-
mental impact.

Is This Creek Fit For Fish?
Students talk about factors influencing water pollution 
and how these factors impact riparian habitats. 
Interactive components include assessing water 
quality by testing for pH, evaluating dissolved oxygen, 
and checking temperature and turbidity. Students 
may choose to assess macro-invertebrate populations 
to determine creek’s water quality.

Vermi-Composting
Don’t let the worms crawl in and the worms crawl 
out – put them to work! We’ll teach students to use 
specialized red worms to compost food waste. 
Learn to set up and maintain a worm bin, and to 
harvest and use worm castings.

The Cost of Air Pollution
Students learn about the causes and costs of air 
pollution, then discover ways to improve air quality.

livegreeninplano.com livegreeninplano.com 13

At the Environmental Education 
Center

Visit the City of Plano’s Environmental Education 
Center to explore the wonders of our natural world. 
When visiting you may either schedule a presentation 
with an educator or use our self-guiding materials 
(Grades K-12).

Enjoy a Self-Guided Visit – Use one of our 
Adventure Packs!
Explore the gardens using activities, books and tools 
from one of our six Adventure Packs! Adventure Packs 
are stored in a bench near the building. Packs are 
filled with activities, materials and instructions to guide 
and help you learn about nature while interacting 
with the resources of the gardens. Adventure Pack 
themes include: Insects, Butterflies, Worms, 
Plants, Soil and Habitats.  

  

At the Plano Community Garden

Kids in the Garden
An after-school gardening program for youths is held 
at the Plano Community Garden. This multi-week 
program provides children with hands-on experience 
in learning basic gardening skills including: soil 
preparation, planting, plant care, harvesting, plant 
identification and food preparation. Participants 
learn about basic ecological cycles and processes 
affecting the garden, including the soil food web, 
the water cycle, food chains and decomposition.

At Your School
 
Visit our website to schedule your after school 
program: livegreeninplano.obsres.com. 

Litter Awareness and Prevention

Litter Awareness Games
Children learn about the impact of litter and discover 
recycling basics through fun, engaging games such 
as the Litter Toss or Litter Match-Up. (Grades 3-5) 

Litter Cleanups
Schedule litter cleanups for your school campus, 
park and creek areas. Supplies are provided 
to participants. (All ages, with supervision)

Recycling

How Long Does Trash Live in the Landfill? 
Think the trash goes away? Where is “away” and 
what happens to the trash? (Grades K-5)

Save the Holiday
Shopping, gifts and wrapping hints that make the 
holiday all about waste minimization. (Grades K-5)

Close the Loop 
Close the recycling loop when you purchase products 
made from recycled materials.(Grades K-5)  

A F T E R  S C H O O L  P R O G R A M S

Students are never too young or old to learn how to conserve resources and keep the environment cleaner 
for future generations. Schedule the following programs for your after school group on our 

website: livegreeninplano.obsres.com. (All School Day Programs are also available after school.)

Schedule a program on any of the 
following topics:

* C O M P O S T I N G  

* G A R D E N I N G  

* F O O D  C O M P O S T I N G

* R E C Y C L I N G    

* P L A N T S  

* A N I M A L S

* L I F E  C Y C L E S  

* H A B I TAT S  

* WAT E R  Q U A L I T Y

* WAT E R  C O N S E R VAT I O N

* E N E R G Y    

* A I R  Q U A L I T Y  

www.livegreeninplano.com
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Composting

Compost - Can You Dig It? 
Learn to recycle your organic materials and divert 
them from the landfill! Discover how to build a 
compost pile that will turn your grass clippings 
and leaves into “black gold,” and then find out 
how to use the finished compost. (Grades K-12)

Trashlock Holmes Adventures Case 100: The 
Case of the Disappearing Grass Clippings
Students try to out-guess Trashlock Holmes as he 
discovers why grass clippings are disappearing 
from the neighborhood. Students learn the benefit 
of composting through this story told by puppets. 
(Grades K-2)

Vermi-Composting
Don’t let the worms crawl in and the worms crawl 
out – put them to work! We’ll teach students to use 
specialized red worms to compost food waste. 
Learn to set up and maintain a worm bin, and to 
harvest and use worm castings. (Grades K-12)

Household Chemical 
Safety

Pest or Pal Court
This interactive lesson begins 
with a reading of the book, 
“What About Ladybugs?” 
which shows how misuse 
of a pesticide disrupts the 
balance of a garden. 
Students learn what 
conditions determine 
whether an animal, 
plant or insect is a pest 
or pal. (Grades K-4)

Water Education 

EnviroScape® - Water Pollution Problems
This interactive lesson makes use of a model town 
showing students how our daily habits impact the 
environment and disturb the natural balance and 
recycling process of water. (Grades K-5)

Funky Faucet Sink Science 
Students play a game to learn about water 
contaminants and how they are detected. Students 
test tap water for pH, chlorine, hardness and 
total alkalinity, then discuss why certain parameters 
are important. (Grades 2-12)

Professor Waterwise’s Water Trivia
While students answer questions in this game of 
knowledge, visual demonstrations teach about water 
conservation, water science, water treatment and 
water pollution. (Grades 6-8)

Are You My Mother?
Students learn about aquatic animals and inverte-
brates and how different they may look as babies 
compared to adults. This class includes discussion of 
how water quality affects wildlife and of the life cycles 
of a frog and damselfly. (Grades K-5).  

Supply & Demand - Water Treatment 
and Distribution
Ever wonder how water gets from the lake to your 
house or wonder how a water tower works in the 
process? This class teaches about drinking water 
treatment and water is transported from the 
treatment facility to your house. Activities include: 
making a water filter and enjoying a demonstration 
of a water tower.  (Grades 9-12)

Air Quality 
        
                  Are You Green When You Clean?
                    Learn about kid-friendly cleaners which                   
                   save money while saving the environ-
ment            from chemicals. Students learn how to        
                  make their own non-toxic cleaner and         
                 learn other recipes for green home 
               cleaning. (Grades 2-5)
      
              The Cost of Air Pollution
             Students learn about the causes and costs of      
            air pollution, then discover ways to improve        
           air quality. (Grades 9-12)

       Energy
                  
      Energy - What Does It Mean to You?
     Students learn about different types of energy          
 sources and how energy is used to  manufacture 
different food items. Participants identify ways to 
conserve energy and reduce energy consumption,          
then define their opinion of energy sources. 
(Grades 9-12)

livegreeninplano.com

www.livegreeninplano.com
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At the Environmental Education 
Center

Scouts will partially fulfill achievement requirements 
during these programs. Programs are 45-minutes 
and include a garden tour/presentation, activities 
and supplies (fee-based programs).  

Daisy Petals

* Use Resources Wisely

* Make the World a Better Place

* Welcome to the Flower Garden Journey

* Between Earth and Sky Journey

Brownie Try-its

* Plants

* Eco-Explorer

* Earth is Our Home

* Water Everywhere

* Water Drop Patch

* Watching Wildlife

* Wonders of Water Journey

Junior Badges

* Eco-Action

* Earth Connections

* Plants and Animals

* Water Wonders

* Water Drop Patch

* Agent of Change Journey

* Get Moving Journey

Cub Scouts

* Litter to Glitter

* World Conservation Patch

Tiger Cub Electives

* #33 - Clean Up Treasure Hunt

* #34 - Conservation

* #47 - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

Wolf Cub Achievement

* #7 - Your Living World

Bear Cub Achievement:

* #6 - Take Care of Your Planet

Webelos Activity Badge

* Citizen, Saving Our Resources

Boy Scout Merit Badge

* Environmental Science

* Soil and Water Conservation

E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  P R O G R A M S

livegreeninplano.com

Five fun, interactive and age-appropriate presentations and 
hands-on activities for 3, 4 and 5 year-olds.

Choose from the following:

* HABITAT DISCOVERY WALK AND WORM DIG  

* GARBAGE GROUCH PUPPET SHOW AND RECYCLE RELAY

* FREDDIE THE FISH AND FEED THE FROG   

* WARTVILLE WIZARD AND LITTER TOSS

* FUN WITH THE SUN AND HOW MUCH AIR POLLUTION?

S C O U T  P R O G R A M S

Delivered at the Environmental Education Center 
or a scout meeting location, our presentations 

are fun and informative, plus they allow scouts to 
meet badge requirements. Each program is 
unique and planned for the appropriate age 

and ability level.

www.livegreeninplano.com
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Kindergarten

Habitats
Students will learn about different habitats found 
at the Environmental Education Center and about 
the interdependence of plants and animals in 
those habitats. The importance of pollinators 
and decomposers will be explored while also 
uncovering the secrets of a compost pile habitat. 

First Grade

Everything in Its Place
This field trip reinforces and supplements environmental 
concepts of PISD 1st grade curriculum. The two hour 
field trip lesson conducted outdoors at the Environmental 
Education Center features lessons and activities 
correlated to Science, Health and Social Studies TEKS 
taught during the second 6-week period. Students 
learn about cycles and identify sources of human and 
natural interference in the habitat and their impacts 
on living and nonliving components. They also identify 
ways they can be good citizens helping to protect 
the environment. Session includes a puppet show, 
along with hands-on water, soil, composting and 
planting activities.

Older Elementary and 
Middle School

Explore aspects of green building during field trips 
focused on renewable energy, air quality, water 
conservation, waste management and energy-efficient 
building design. 

Secondary School

Tours of the Household Chemical Reuse Center, 
Paint Recycling Program, Plano Community Garden, 
Environmental Education Center and a recycling truck 
are available along with hands-on correlated activities.  

DESTINATION: ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER FIELD TRIPS

livegreeninplano.com

Enjoy a program away from your classroom! Schedule one of the following field trips online at 
livegreeninplano.obsres.com

Third Grade

Community Helpers
This field trip focuses on the interdependence of plants, 
animals and humans in their roles as community 
helpers. Students tour facilities located at the Parkway 
Service Center, discovering different community helper 
roles associated with waste and recycling collections. 
They explore the gardens and study the role of bees 
and other insects in the pollination process and its 
importance to humans. They also study the role of 
different organisms in the decomposition process while 
investigating a compost pile.

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/
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Discovery Boxes

These educational kits are available for use by 
teachers, scout leaders and other groups interested in 
environmental education. Each kit contains directions 
and materials necessary for each activity as well as 
presentation materials, activities and student work-
sheets if needed. They are designed for stand-alone 
programs, or they can be incorporated into existing 
curricula. Boxes can be checked out for one week 
at a time. Reserve online.

Paper Making (Grades K-12)
Demonstrate the paper recycling process while 
making new paper out of used paper! Kit contains 
all of the equipment and instructions to make your 
own paper out of newsprint, construction paper 
and other office paper.  

Hazards in Your Home (Grades 3-4)
Do you really know what is in your cabinets and 
garage? This kit contains props that help students 
become aware of household hazards and shows them 
how chemicals should be used, stored and discarded. 

Are You Green When You Clean? (Grades 3-6)
Learn about kid-friendly cleaners that save money 
while saving the environment from toxic chemicals. 
Kit contains most of the equipment (except spray bottles) 
and instructions to make your own eco-cleaners. 

Community Cleanup Materials

Supplies include trash bags, gloves, pickup sticks, 
cleanup tips, Live Green in Plano volunteer safety vests 
and instructions. To request materials for a cleanup, 
pre-registration is required at livegreeninplano.com.

Mascots

“Luey the Litter-Awareness Bug” and the “Energy 
Retriever” costumes or cardboard cut-outs are 
available for appearances at school carnivals, fairs, 
pep rallies, sporting events, etc. Reserve online at 
livegreeninplano.com.

Games

The following games are available for use by teachers, 
scout leaders and other groups interested in environmental 
education. The games contain directions and materials 
and are designed for stand-alone programs or can 
be incorporated into existing curricula. Games and 
activities can be checked out for one week. 

* Litter Toss (Grades 2-6)

* Compost Bingo (Grades 4-6)

* Environmental Quiz Bowl (Grades 4-12)

* Environmental Jeopardy (Grades 3-12)

* Litter Match Game (Grades 2-3)

Y O U T H  E D U C A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S

livegreeninplano.com

Students are never too young or old to learn how to conserve resources and keep the environment cleaner 
for future generations. Schedule the following programs for your after school group on our 

website: livegreeninplano.obsres.com. (All School Day Programs are also available after school.)

Freddy the Fish (Grades 1-5)
Find out in this hands-on activity how common 
pollutants affect water quality and Freddy’s life in the 
stream. Kit contains most supplies and instructions.

Funtastic Frogs (Grades 1-5)
Explore the scientific properties of water and how 
it affects our daily life. Hands-on activities and most 
supplies are included. Optional activities include: 
Water Drops on a Penny and Make Your Own 
Lava Lamp.

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://www.plano.gov/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL%20SERVICES/GREENLIVING/LITTERPREVENTION/Pages/CommunityCleanups.aspx
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/
http://www.plano.gov/departments/environmental%20services/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.plano.gov/departments/environmental%20services/Pages/default.aspx
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Y O U T H  E D U C A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S

livegreeninplano.com

Puppet Shows

Detective Recycle and Garbage Grouch
Garbage Grouch grows friendlier when he learns how 
to recycle with the help of our friendly detective 
(Grades preK-3).

Trashlock Holmes Adventures - 
Case 100: The Case of the Disappearing 
Grass Clippings
Students try to out-guess Trashlock Holmes as he 
discovers why grass clippings are disappearing from 
the neighborhood. Students learn the benefit of 
composting through this story told by puppets 
(Grades K-3). 

Wonder Worm: Who Eats Your Garbage?
Wonder Worm teaches how worms can compost food 
waste and turn it into a rich soil amendment 
(Grades K-3). 

The Lorax
This is a story of environmental pollution, how it 
affects communities and local ecology, and how 
individuals can make a difference (Grades K-4). 

Fishmonger’s Wife 
An entertaining adaptation of a classic folk tale 
teaching children about the importance of taking care 
of our water resources (Grades preK-3)

Hazards at Home
Kids watch Tillie and Tommy become aware of the 
chemicals that are part of their daily lives and how to 
protect themselves from danger (Grades K-3). 

Films

Check out films relating to sustainability topics and 
appropriate for a variety of age levels. For a current 
listing of available films and to reserve one, visit our 
website: livegreeninplano.com.

Kilowatt Ours 

Garbage 

Who Killed the 
Electric Car? 

Home Composting 

Messin’ With Texas 

Tapped 

Bag It

Renewal

Fresh

What Would 
Jesus Buy? 

Curiosity Quest Series 
(Grades 1 - 5)

* Plastic Bottle Recycling

* Students Go Green  

* Green Waste

* Paper Recycling  

* E-World Recyclers  

* Vermi-Composting

* Sanitary Landfill  

* Car Recycling              

* Food Composting

* Agalita   

* Glass Recycling

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://www.plano.gov/departments/environmental%20services/Pages/default.aspx
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Special Events

Live Green Expo
The Live Green Expo is a fun family event that helps 
North Texans make informed decisions and take 
action to lead healthier lives with less impact on our 
environment. Free to the public, the Expo features 
exhibitors offering a wide selection of products, 
services and information. In addition, the Expo 
includes dozens of presentations on a variety of 
topics, music, art, food, demonstrations and 
activities for youth. The Live Green Expo draws 
over 15,000 environmentally-motivated consumers 
from throughout North Texas. 

The Live Green Expo strives to create a community 
in which: 

* We protect our environment by conserving 
   resources, minimizing waste and reducing toxic 
   products and materials.

* We have healthy ecosystems and sustainable 
   neighborhoods.

Be sure to join us in April for this fabulous and fun 
event. Check our website at livegreenexpo.net 
for updates.

livegreeninplano.com

Experience

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://livegreenexpo.net/
http://livegreenexpo.net/
http://livegreenexpo.net/
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Garden Programs

Plano Community Garden
The mission of the Plano Community Garden (PCG) 
is to provide community service opportunities, educate 
the community on horticultural stewardship and donate 
harvested produce to local food pantries. Located at 
4030 W. Plano Parkway, behind the Plano Animal 
Shelter and Parkway Transfer Station on land owned by 
the North Texas Municipal Water District, the 50 garden 
plots are available for community members to adopt 
and maintain. To join the garden community or to 
volunteer at one of the monthly workdays, call the 
Garden Coordinator at (972) 769-4130.

Kids in the Garden
This eight-week after school gardening program provides 
children with hands-on experience in learning basic 
gardening skills including: soil preparation, planting, 
plant care, harvesting, and food preparation. Children 
also learn about basic ecological cycles and processes 
that affect the garden, including the soil food web, the 
water cycle, food chains and decomposition. Visit 
livegreeninplano.obsres.com for current class 
schedules and fees.

Rebate & Incentive Programs

Various rebate and incentive programs are available 
to Plano residents for installing energy efficiency 
and water-conserving measures in their homes. 
Requirements vary by program and funding budgets. 
Please check our website periodically for current 
information and descriptions.

Great American Cleanup 
(March 1 - May 31)
Each spring the City of Plano partners with Keep 
America Beautiful and organizes individuals and 
groups of residents to clean up litter in creeks, parks, 
playgrounds, school campuses, roadways and 
neighborhoods. Get involved in your community and 
help keep it clean and beautiful! Pre-registration is 
required. Check our website for more details about 
this special cleanup effort.

Electronic Recycling Collections
“Bigger, better, faster” means millions of tons of old 
computers and entertainment systems become obsolete 
and end up in landfills every year. That’s a lot of 
wasted space! Electronics also contain toxic chemicals 
(like lead, mercury and cadmium) which can 
contaminate soil and water. Keep our world clean 
and healthy by recycling your old electronics.

The City of Plano offers monthly collection events at 
convenient drop-off locations around town. Residents 
can safely recycle all electronics, including all portions 
of computer systems, televisions and entertainment 
systems for reuse and recycling. Our contractor 
follows the highest standards for social, financial 
and environmental responsibility. Any information 
on your computer hard drive is wiped out and you 
are provided with a receipt for your records. 
This company follows a no-landfill policy and all 
parts of electronics are recycled domestically. 
Check our website for current dates and times of 
monthly collections.  

Special Reuse Collection Events
Check our website for information about upcoming 
special reuse collection events, such as books, 
clothing, eyeglasses, cell phones, pet supplies, 
sporting goods and bicycles.  

livegreeninplano.com

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://www.plano.gov/Departments/Environmental%20Services/greenliving/litterprevention/Pages/GAC.aspx
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/
http://www.plano.gov/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL%20SERVICES/EDUCATION/FACILITIES/Pages/PlanoCommunityGarden.aspx
http://plano.gov/Departments/Environmental%20Services/greenliving/Pages/RebatesIncentives.aspx
http://www.plano.gov/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL%20SERVICES/RECYCLING/ELECTRONICS/Pages/default.aspx
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Environmental Education Center

Visit the Environmental Education Center, located at 
4116 W. Plano Pkwy. (at the corner of Plano Parkway 
and Commerce Drive), and explore the wonders of 
our natural world. The Texas SmartScape® Garden 
and Nature Explore Garden are designed to involve 
and teach visitors in an interactive way about key 
ecological concepts including composting, worm 
composting, recycling, gardening, animal habitats, 
ecological cycles and water issues. 

The gardens are free and open to the public every 
day during daylight hours. There are endless 
possibilities for children to discover nature:

* crawl through a tunnel like a worm  

* catch a bug, create music

* sneak a peek at the root viewing box  

* create music which mimics nature

* weave with natural objects   

* dig for worms and hold one

* hide in a chrysalis    

* spot a bird

* plant a seed in the children’s garden  

* hunt recycled objects

* count the rings on a giant tree cookie 

Building
Built in 2010, the Environmental Education Center is 
one of the City of Plano’s first green buildings and is 
LEED Platinum (pending). It is designed to incorporate 
many sustainable design features, such as the following:

* Architectural site orientation and layout plan for 
   maximum energy efficiency (roof overhangs, 
   east-west orientation, shade)

* Use of recycled/renewable/nontoxic materials 
   (low VOC paint, recycled carpet, tiles, fly ash 
   concrete, glass)

* Energy efficient and renewable energy technologies 
   (such as solar panels, natural lighting, photovoltaics 
   and a wind turbine)

* Water conservation (rainwater harvesting, gray 
   water recycling, low-flow water system, efficient 
   irrigation)

* Educational applications (interpretive displays, 
   interactive programs, regional training site, work
   shops, public presentations)

* Utilization of site’s natural features (creek habitat 
   and environmental discovery gardens)

Nature Explore Garden
Connecting children with nature is an integral part 
of learning and living. The Nature Explore Garden 
is designed to engage children in exploring and 
interacting with the natural world as part of their daily 
life, helping to develop a lifelong sense of wonder. 
The Nature Explore Garden reconnects young children 
with nature through activities engaging important skills 
in science, math, music, movement, language, literacy, 
art, and social and visual-spatial development.

Texas SmartScape® Garden
This landscape showcases native and well-adapted 
plants for the North Texas area, which are both heat 
and drought tolerant. Visitors learn how to conserve 
and preserve the health of water and soil while 
having an attractive and vigorous garden. Rain water 
harvesting and a variety of compost bins are in use 
at the site.

Backyard Compost Demonstration
This site is an outdoor teaching classroom which 
displays and demonstrates a variety of working 
compost bins. The bin selection reflects those readily 
available in the retail market, as well as those you 
build yourself. The site serves as a hands-on learning 
laboratory for compost classes taught by the City, 
but is also designed to offer an educational 
experience for the self-guided, walk-through visitor.

LIV ING ROOF DEMO STAT ION

This demo station replicates the system which 

allows for sustained plant life on the roof of the EEC.

Rooftop irrigation is supplied by rainwater

harvested in the cisterns. The living roof insulates

the building, reduces heating and cooling costs,

filters pollutants and carbon dioxide from

the air, and reduces stormwater runoff

and the Heat Island Effect.

2

P A S S I V E  S O L A R

The EEC was designed and oriented on the

site to take advantage of the natural heating

of the sun’s lower arc during the winter months,

while blocking the heat gain during the

sun’s higher arc in the summer months.

R O O F  S T R U C T U R E

The roof of the EEC is m
ade of Structural Insulated

Panels (SIP), a sustainable composite building material

composed of an insulating layer of rigid foam

sandwiched between two layers of stru
ctural board.

These panels have high insulation properties that

reduce drafts, d
ecrease operating costs a

nd help

maintain a comfortable interior for visi
tors.

15

R A I N W A T E R  H A R V E S T I N G
This 20,000-gallon cistern collects rainwater

which would otherwise be lost as runoff.

Rainwater harvesting has become a popular alternative

for landscape irrigation for many households

and commercial sites. At the EEC, collected

rainwater is used for restrooms, irrigation of the

living roof and irrigation of the
surrounding landscape.

1

www.livegreeninplano.com
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Tours 

Tour the Environmental Education Center and discover 
what makes it so green. Be sure to stop at the Green 
'n' Clean Garage and Plano Community Garden to 
learn how to make your gardens greener. Step behind 
the scenes at the Household Chemical Reuse Center 
and the paint re-blending shop.  Schedule a free 
30-minute facility tour for groups of 15-30 individuals 
at livegreeninplano.obsres.com.

Resources

Green `n’ Clean Garage
Welcome to a garage with a message! Discover 
our walk-through exhibit featuring earth-friendly 
alternatives to traditional household gardening and 
household tasks. From tips on being a green 
consumer to innovative ways to use water efficiently 
and save money, the Green `n’ Clean Garage will 
inspire you to live green both indoors and out.

Household Chemical Reuse Center
The Household Chemical Reuse Center (HCRC) is 
available for Plano residents to obtain reusable 
household products, collected through the residential 
chemical collection program. Items available for reuse 
include: paint (latex and oil-based), garden products, 
pool chemicals, household cleaners, repair products 
and pet products. All items are FREE to Plano residents.

Chemicals are not accepted at the HCRC. For more 
information about programs and hours of operation, 
visit our website. To schedule a chemical collection 
at your home, please contact Environmental Waste 
Services Customer Service at (972) 769-4150.

Exhibit Loans 
A variety of educational exhibits are available for 
checkout from the Environmental Education & 
Community Outreach department. For more 
information on the displays, as well as complete 
information on reservation and check out process, 
go to our website. 

Exhibit topics include:

* Recycle Plastic Bottles    

* Why Does Pollution Persist in the Atmosphere?   

* Recycle Aluminum    

* Materials Recovery Facility (MRF)

* Home Energy Efficiency Series  

* Re-Use Plastic Bags 

* Do-It Yourself Energy Efficiency   

* Recycle Paper  

* Easy Ways to Compost   

* Compost Organics   

* Why Compost?   

* Recycle Glass   

* Compost: It’s Easy

* How Can I Improve Air Quality?  

* Go Green - Breathe Clean Series  

* Indoor Food Composting   

* Green ‘n’ Clean Garage  

* Five Great Reasons to Compost with Worms   

* What is the Source of Air Pollution?  

* Composting Food Waste Outdoors

Zero Waste Event Supplies
Event supplies are available for a nominal fee by 
reservation only. Supplies include two types of 
recycling collection receptacles, signage and t-shirts 
to identify Green Ambassadors. A planning guide 
offering more information about hosting a Zero Waste 
event is available online at livegreeninplano.com. 
Contact the Zero Waste Coordinator at 
(972) 769-4130 to make your reservation.

livegreeninplano.com

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/
http://www.plano.gov/departments/environmental%20services/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.plano.gov/Departments/Environmental%20Services/recycling/chemicals/Pages/ReuseCenter.aspx
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Training

Live Green in Plano Volunteer Training
The Live Green Volunteer Program is a training 
opportunity for volunteers to extend environmental 
information and green living tips throughout 
our community. Live Green Volunteers pledge to take 
individual actions toward greener living and help 
others do the same. 

Classes are taught by City of Plano staff, local experts, 
knowledgeable residents and volunteers. The core 
training offers 12-hours of instruction covering a variety 
of topics, including: water quality and conservation, 
air quality, basic composting, recycling, non-hazardous 
cleaning supplies, water-conscious and chemical-free 
yard care, alternative energy sources and conservation 
techniques. Completing the initial training and 
participating in 24 volunteer service hours makes 
you a full-fledged Live Green Volunteer. For more 
information and to register for training, visit our website.

ECO Teens
A yearlong internship program with the Sustainability 
& Environmental Services department, the ECO Teens 
program is designed for high school sophomores, 
junior and seniors. Interns learn about current 
environmental issues, work as a team at community 
events, and complete a community-based 
environmental project.

Master Composter Training
This series of classes develops volunteers’ knowledge 
of composting and vermi-composting, municipal 
waste reduction through yard trimming diversion, soil 
management, the seven steps to a Texas SmartScape®, 
native and adapted plants for the North Central Texas 
region, and the use of Integrated Pest Management in 
residential pest control. Upon completion of 16 hours 
of classroom training, 4 hours of elective education 
and 40 hours of volunteer service, volunteers are 
certified as Master Composters. For more information 
or to enroll in the program, call (972) 769-4130.

Environmental Club Leadership Training
This three-hour training is offered annually in the 
early fall for adults interested in leading after school 
environmental clubs at local schools. Training focuses 
on key components involved in forming and leading 
strong, effective clubs. Content ranges from gaining 
support of principals, teachers and parents, to 
recruiting assistants and club members, to planning 
and organizing content and activities of meetings. 
Please call (972) 769-4130 for training session 
dates. Register at livegreeninplano.obsres.com.

Environmental Awards Workshop 
The Environmental Star of Excellence Awards 
celebrate the strides the City of Plano has made as 
a community over the last year in environmental 
initiatives and honors the people and community 
partners making a difference. The online tutorial 
can help you write a more comprehensive and 
compelling awards application, bringing your 
narrative of achievements to life for the judges.

Online Learning

Food Waste Composting
Do you want to learn what you need to know to start 
worm composting your family’s food waste so that you 
can turn kitchen scraps into garden gold? Whether it’s 
outdoors with a biodigester or indoors with a worm bin, 
this learning module makes it easy to get started.

If you want to learn about how to live a more environmentally friendly lifestyle and promote green living 
to others in your community, one of the following programs may be for you.

Participate

livegreeninplano.com

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/
http://www.plano.gov/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL%20SERVICES/EDUCATION/VOLUNTEERPROGRAM/Pages/default.aspx
http://plano.gov/LiveGreenED/_Web%20Master/base.html
http://plano.gov/SiteCollectionDocuments/CityofPlano_MasterComposterTraining2011.pdf
http://www.plano.gov/Departments/Environmental%20Services/education/ECA/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.plano.gov/Departments/Environmental%20Services/Pages/ECOTeens.aspx
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Community/
Neighborhood Programs

Community Cleanups
Get involved and help keep Plano clean! Individuals, 
clubs, churches, schools, civic groups, businesses and 
other organizations are encouraged to organize 
community cleanups to beautify the neighborhoods 
where they live, work and play. Cleanup supplies are 
provided; packets include bags for trash, gloves, 
safety vests, pickup sticks, release forms, and a sheet 
of cleanup/safety hints. Pre-registration is required. 
Visit our website to submit an online registration form 
at least three days before your desired cleanup date.

livegreeninplano.com

Neighborhood Dumpster
This program was developed for Plano homeowner 
associations and neighborhood groups. The weekend 
cleanup dumpster is free to local groups in exchange 
for their commitment to cleanup their public areas and 
green spaces. All cleanups are scheduled and 
confirmed on a “first come, first served” basis. Submit 
applications well in advance of the requested week-
end to ensure availability. The application is available 
online at our website by clicking “environmental 
topics,” then “litter prevention.”
 
Backyard Talks
Help your neighbors learn more about protecting our 
environment, conserving resources and reducing your 
impact on the earth. Topics include: composting, 
recycling, energy conservation, water conservation, 
gardening, litter awareness, rainwater harvesting 
and others. Schedule a free 20 to 40 minute program 
for your next neighborhood social at 
livegreeninplano.obsres.com.

     Civic Group Presentations
       Interested in a lunch time or evening presentation 
        for your group? A variety of environmental   
         topics are available to choose from to help          
          your group learn more about living a green, 
           eco-friendly lifestyle. Go to 
           livegreeninplano.obsres.com and click 
            on “schedule a speaker” to arrange for 
             a 20 to 40-minute program.

            Adopt-A-Highway
                The Adpot-A-Highway (AAH) program  
             allows local businesses and civic 
              organizations to pay a fee to adopt and 
keep clean sections of roadways throughout the 
community. If you are interested in becoming an 
AAH partner, please contact the AAH Coordinator 
at (972) 769-4150.

Storm Drain Marking Program
Unlike water which goes down the drain to the 
sewer, water flowing into storm drains goes directly 
into our creeks and into our drinking water supply. 
Labeling storm drains in your neighborhood 
reminds residents that storm drains are only for 
stormwater runoff. Contact the Water Environmental 
Educator at (972) 769-4130.

Let’s Take Care of the Trash
Learn what you can put in your curbside recycling 
cart with this fun, online learning module which 
teaches about Plano’s collection services, including: 
bulky waste, yard debris collection, special paid 
collections, household chemical collection, trash 
and recycling collection. 

Volunteer Opportunities

Be a part of our green team! Work with others 
committed to making Plano a cleaner, greener, 
healthier community. Put your passion and knowledge 
to work by promoting environmental education and 
social responsibility. You can make new friends and 
help old friends and neighbors learn the meaning 
and importance of living green in Plano. Opportunities 
are available throughout the year – take advantage 
of this great way to get involved! 

Visit our website for current volunteer opportunities 
and more information. A few ways to get involve include:

* Household Chemical Reuse Center

* Garden Maintenance

* Live Green Expo

* Puppeteers

* Youth Program Leaders

* Adult Education Instructors

* Litter Index Survey

* Adopt-a-Highway

* Creek and Community 
   Cleanups

* Parade Litter Awareness 
   Teams

* Newsletter and Blogging

* Storm Drain Marking Program

* Green Ambassadors

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://www.plano.gov/Departments/Environmental%20Services/greenliving/litterprevention/Pages/NeighborhoodDumpsterProgram.aspx
http://www.plano.gov/Departments/Environmental%20Services/greenliving/litterprevention/Pages/AAH.aspx
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/
http://livegreeninplano.obsres.com/
http://mlinkreview.com/City_of_Plano/trash_final3/base.html
http://www.plano.gov/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL%20SERVICES/GREENLIVING/LITTERPREVENTION/Pages/CommunityCleanups.aspx
http://plano.gov/Departments/Water/getinvolved/Pages/StormDrain.aspx
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Environmental Community 
Awards

The annual Environmental Community Awards 
celebration recognizes outstanding environmental 
leadership and achievement by honoring businesses, 
non-profits, schools and individuals with the 
Environmental Star of Excellence. Projects, programs 
or service is judged from May to May and must 
benefit the Plano community and its environment 
in a positive way. 

Projects or programs promote or incorporate one or 
more of the following practices: waste minimization, 
recycling, composting, litter prevention, beautification, 
water conservation or quality, energy conservation, 
air quality or other green practices.

Award categories:

Business

* Environmental Commitment 

* Green Building 

* Organic Recycling 

* Single-stream Recycling 

Community

* Multi-family Communities

* Non-profits (includes faith-based entities)

* Educational Institutions (any level)

* Neighborhood Group/Homeowner 
   Association

Partnership
The Community Partnership Award recognizes an 
organization partnering with the City of Plano to 
accomplish an environmental objective which benefits 
Plano, or compels residents to take action to protect 
the environment.
 

livegreeninplano.com

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  

C O M M U N I T Y  

A W A R D S  

C E L E B R A T I O N

Individual
The Community Outreach Award honors an 
individual who has been instrumental in promoting 
environmental and sustainability programs, and/or 
educating residents about issues which impact 
environmental quality

Environmental School Awards
The Environmental School Awards promote programs 
educating and involving students in activities which 
result in increased environmental awareness. They 
are designed to recognize schools and school groups 
which involve Plano students in environmental 
activities and programs.

Award Categories:

* Clean Campus Award

* Outstanding Campus Beautification Award

* Outstanding Composting Award

* Outstanding Environmental Awareness Group

Nominations may come from third party, 
selfnomination or a staff member in the City 
of Plano’s Sustainability & Environmental 
Services department.

www.livegreeninplano.com
http://www.plano.gov/Departments/Environmental%20Services/education/ECA/Pages/default.aspx
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The City of Plano celebrates its new Environmental Education Center (EEC).  The building symbolizes
the City’s commitment to environmental, social and economic stewardship. From the wind

turbine and solar array to the rainwater harvesting system, the EEC’s LEED Platinum (pending)
           sustainable design creates the perfect atmosphere for environmental learning.

                          The facility hosts diverse audiences for presentations on a variety of environmental topics.
                        From school and civic group activities to Live Green in Plano volunteer functions, 

                     the EEC is utilized as an inspiring meeting place where visitors will discover 

Many features contribute to the EEC as a special place for environmental learning, including:

* Solar and wind power generate 30 percent of the facility’s electrical needs.

* Harvested rainwater is used to irrigate landscaping and flush toilets.

* A pervious parking lot naturally filters pollutants from rainwater before they enter the nearby creek untreated.

* Landscaping using native, adapted and perennial plant species, dual flush toilets and a waterless urinal
   help conserve water.

* Sustainable and recycled building materials create a well-insulated space, which helps reduce energy costs.

* Through passive solar design, the EEC is naturally heated, cooled and ventilated. 

boundless educational value. Caring for the environment requires smart choices in 
 building design and everyday life. The EEC is a place to educate and involve 
  residents, community and environmental leaders, building professionals, and 
   educators in environmental responsibility and demonstrate sustainability concepts 
    and practices.  

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  E

27livegreeninplano.com

Special Events

Looking for a green venue to hold special events or meetings? Renting the EEC and the surrounding gardens 
is simple. This beautiful, quiet setting serves as the perfect location for functions such as receptions, weddings,
parties, reunions, showers and meetings. Amenities include state-of-the-art audio/video equipment, tables,
chairs, galley kitchen with dishes, flatware and stemware, and restrooms. For more information about details
and availability, call (972) 769-4130.

To learn more, drop by the EEC located at 4116 W. Plano Parkway at Commerce Drive or visit our website.    

D U C A T I O N  C E N T E R

receptions, weddings, parties,
reunions, showers, meetings

www.livegreeninplano.com
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M A P  T O  R E S O U R C E  S I T E S

Environmental Education Center
and Gardens
4116 W. Plano Parkway, Plano, TX  75093

Green `n’ Clean Garage
4110 W. Plano Parkway, Plano, TX  75093

Environmental Education 
& Community Outreach Office
4200 W. Plano Parkway, Plano, TX  75093

Household Chemical Reuse Center
4110 W. Plano Parkway, Plano, TX  75093

2

2

Plano Community Garden
4030-B W. Plano Parkway, Plano, TX  750934

4

6

6

Parkway Service Center
4120 W. Plano Parkway, Plano, TX  75093

5

5

1

1

3

3

www.livegreeninplano.com




Environmental Education & Community Outreach

Sustainability & Environmental Services

City of Plano  4200 W. Plano Pkwy.  Plano, TX 75093

follow us!

info:
livegreeninplano.com

register:
livegreeninplano.obsres.com

www.livegreeninplano.com
www.livegreeninplano.com
www.plano.gov
http://twitter.com/#!/livegreenexpo
http://www.livegreeninplano.blogspot.com/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXPLANO/subscriber/new?topic_id=TXPLANO_213
http://www.facebook.com/livegreeninplano
www.livegreeninplano.obsres.com
http://www.plano.gov/Departments/Environmental%20Services/education/Pages/default.aspx

