NEW EXTERIOR WALL REQUIREMENTS

2015 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE
CITY OF PLANO BUILDING INSPECTION DEPARTMENT

R302.1 Exterior walls. Construction, projections, openings and penetrations of exterior walls of dwellings and
accessory buildings shall comply with Table R302.1(1); or dwellings equipped throughout with an automatic
sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section P2904 shall comply with Table R302.1(2).
Exceptions:
1. Walls, projections, openings or penetrations in walls perpendicular to the line used to determine the
fire separation distance.
2. Walls of dwellings and accessory structures located on the same lot.
3. Detached tool sheds and storage sheds, playhouses and similar structures exempted from permits
are not required to provide wall protection based on location on the lot. Projections beyond the exterior
wall shall not extend over the lot line.
4. Detached garages accessory to a dwelling located within 2 feet (610 mm) of a lot line are permitted
to have roof eave projections not exceeding 4 inches (102 mm).
5. Foundation vents installed in compliance with this code are permitted.

TABLE R302.1(1)
EXTERIOR WALLS

EXTERIOR WALL ELEMENT FIHE-HES“:‘S":'TNUCME RATING SEPANF‘II}’;":'“I"C';JBIEMD!?SBI”EANCE
Fire-resistance rated 1 hour—tested il'll accordance with ASTM E1l19 =5 feet
Walls or UL 263 with exposure from both sides
Not fire-resistance rated O hours = 5 feet
Not allowed N/A = 2 feet
Projections Fire-resistance rated 1 hour on the underside™® = 2 feet to < 5 feet I
Not fire-resistance rated 0 hours =5 feet
Not allowed N/A = 3 feet
Openings in walls 25% maximum of wall area O hours 3 feet
Unlimited 0 hours 5 feet
Penetrations All Comply with Section R302.4 = 3 feet I
None required 3 feet

For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm.

N/A = Not Applicable,

a. Roof eave fire-resistance rating shall be permitted to be reduced to 0 hours on the underside of the eave if fireblocking is provided from the wall top plate to
the underside of the roof sheathing.

b. Roof eave fire-resistance rating shall be permitted to be reduced to 0 hours on the underside of the eave provided that gable vent openings are not installed. |

TABLE R302.1(2)
EXTERIOR WALLS—DWELLINGS WITH FIRE SPRINKLERS

MINIMUM MINIMUM FIRE
EXTERIOR WALL ELEMENT FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING SEPARATION DISTANCE
Fire-resistance rated I hour—tested in accordance with ASTM E 0O feet
Walls o 119 or UL 263 with exposure from the outside

Not fire-resistance rated O hours 3 feet®

Not allowed N/A < 2 feet

Projections Fire-resistance rated 1 hour on the underside®™*© 2 feet®
Not fire-resistance rated 0 hours 3 feet

. . Not allowed N/A < 3 feet
Openings in walls e -
Unlimited O hours 3 feet”

. Comply with Section R302.4 < 3 feet
Penetrations All Py - —
MNone required 3 feet”

For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm.

N/A = Not Applicable

a. For residential subdivisions where all dwellings are equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section P2904, the
fire separation distance for nonrated exterior walls and rated projections shall be permitted to be reduced to 0 feet, and unlimited unprotected openings and
penetrations shall be permitted, where the adjoining /ot provides an open setback yard that is 6 feet or more in width on the opposite side of the property line.

b. The roof eave fire-resistance rating shall be permitted to be reduced to 0 hours on the underside of the eave if fireblocking is provided from the wall top plate
to the underside of the roof sheathing.

c. The roof eave fire-resistance rating shall be permitted to be reduced to 0 hours on the underside of the eave provided that gable vent openings are not installed. I

This handout is for informational purposes only and should not be relied on in place of official regulations and/or policies. The CITY OF PLANO makes no representations, guarantees, or warranties as to
the accuracy, completeness, currency, or suitability of the information provided via the handout. Customers and citizens are personally responsible for complying with all local, state and federal laws
pertaining to projects within the city. Copies of the CITY OF PLANO adopted codes and Zoning Ordinances can be found on the city website at www.plano.gov or at the CITY OF PLANO Municipal
Center at 1520 K Avenue, Plano, Texas.
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