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Knox Elevator/Lobby Key Boxes
Plano Fire-Rescue
In accordance with the 2015 International Fire Code Section 506.1.2, Knox Elevator/Lobby Key Boxes will be required for all new and existing elevator installations effective October 1, 2016. 
 You can order the Elevator/Lobby Key Box through the Knox-Box Company http://www.knoxbox.com/store/ or by calling 800-552-5669.  The boxes are available in three colors, red, aluminum, and dark bronze.
Location                                                                                                                                                                                       2015 IFC Section 506.1.2 (3):  The key box shall be mounted at each elevator bank at the lobby nearest to the lowest level of fire department access.
2015 IFC Section 506.1.2 (4):  The key box shall be mounted 5 feet 6 inches above the finished floor to the right side of the elevator bank. (the 5’6” should be measured to the top of the box)
2015 IFC Section 506.1.2 (6):  In buildings with two or more elevator banks, a single key box shall be permitted to be used where such elevator banks are separated by not more than 30 feet.  Additional key boxes shall be provided for each elevator or elevator bank separated by more than 30 feet.
Alternate Location:  An alternate mounting location for the Elevator/Lobby Key Box will be accepted by the Fire Marshal.  The approved alternate location will be on the corridor side of the elevator bank, within 6 inches to 12 inches from the corner closest to the elevator lobby.  The mounted height will be 5 feet 6 inches above the finished floor.
Contents                                                                                                                                                                                            1 fire service elevator key for each car in the elevator bank(s) served by the key box
Elevator access tools and elevator hoist-way door keys compatible with the elevator bank(s) served by the key box
1 Building Master Key or Access Card to allow entry into upper floors from the stairwell
Fire Department Inspector
New Construction:  The fire department inspector shall verify the Knox key access compatibility, location and contents of the Elevator/Lobby Key Box at the time of the Fire Department Final Release Inspection. 
Existing Buildings:  The fire department inspector shall notify the property owner/manager of the Elevator/Lobby Key Box requirement during the Annual Fire Inspection and note the absence of the Elevator/Lobby Key Box as an open finding on the Annual Fire Inspection Report.  The open finding shall remain on the report until a fire department inspector has verified the Knox key access compatibility, location and contents of the Elevator/Lobby Key Box.
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Figure 2
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Either of the 4 locations shown is acceptable
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Figure 3
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Additional key boxes are required for each elevator or elevator bank separated by more than 30 feet
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