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Learn 2 Live Green celebrates whole family health, personal well-being and practical green 
living through a variety of experiences and educational activities.

Embrace our community’s diversity and get involved in activities ranging from multicultural 
programs to serving overlooked populations to promoting environmental stewardship. 

From the great outdoors to adventures in healthy foods, music, exercise and DIY workshops, 
your family will enjoy a day of discovery and fun at the 2014 Learn 2 Live Green event.

Saturday, April 12 • 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
The Shops at Legacy Dallas North Tollway @ Legacy Drive, Plano 75024

Explore L2LG children’s activities with hands-on 
nature experiences provided by several North 
Texas organizations. Nature Rocks North Texas is 
a collaborative partnership with local DFW groups 
dedicated to connecting families throughout North 
Texas to our natural world. At L2LG, your family 
will discover geocaching, fly fishing, simple science 
experiments and more!

Workshops and Presentations
Get tips, ideas and guidance on green topics ranging from gardening, composting and 
landscaping to energy efficiency and renewable energy, to water conserving measures like drip 
irrigation, rainwater harvesting and plumbing repairs. 

A variety of workshops and presentations are scheduled, and all require pre-registration at our 
online registration site: livegreeninplano.obsres.com.  Registration is open now!

11:30-12:30 p.m.
Chad Pregracke
2013 CNN Hero of the Year
“Helping Clean America’s Rivers:  

From the Bottom Up”

10:15-11:15 a.m.
Pipdillys

Escape from Couch Potato Land!
A Healthy-living Musical Comedy

1:00-2:00 p.m.
Steve Stoler

Heroes Next Door
How the Power of One Impacts  

an Entire Community



10:15 - 11:15 a.m.

PIPDILLYS
Escape from Couch Potato Land!

A Healthy-living Musical Comedy  

Bring the whole family and laugh yourselves silly 
with the Pipdillys as they use songs, dance,  

tall tales and more to explore the ABC’s  
of healthy living.

2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

HOWARD GARRETT  
THE DIRT DOCTOR

Join Howard as he shares how a simple, natural organic program for 
gardening and landscaping works better in every way - and is easier on your 
pocketbook. Learn how you can achieve a 40 to 50 percent cost savings in 
water use. Take advantage of this opportunity to get your specific questions 
about pests, plants and gardening procedures answered by the Dirt Doctor.

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

CHAD PREGRACKE 
2013 CNN Hero of the Year

“Helping Clean America’s Rivers: From the Bottom Up” 

As the founder of America’s only “industrial strength” river 
clean-up organization, Living Lands & Waters, Chad tells a 
compelling and funny story about growing up on the river 
and how his river experiences led to his unique vision to 
clean up the Mississippi River.

Chad takes the audience out on one of the world’s greatest 
rivers - a journey filled with endless challenges and gripping 
adventures. From the darkness of underwater shell-diving 
to the brightness of open-air community clean-ups, Chad’s 
tale embodies the importance of setting goals (one river 
and one piece of garbage at a time) and illustrates how 
determination, hard-work and persistence pays off.

IN THE GREEN YOUR WELL-BEING THEATER
I N S I D E  T H E  A N G E L I K A  F I L M  C E N T E R

Learn2LiveGreen.com
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IN THE GREEN YOUR WELL-BEING THEATER
I N S I D E  T H E  A N G E L I K A  F I L M  C E N T E R

HEROES NEXT DOOR: 
How The Power of One Impacts An Entire Community

1 - 2 p.m. 
Hosted by Steve Stoler   

Join Steve Stoler, City of Plano Director of Media Relations, and a panel of local heroes 
who are impacting our community. Hear individual stories of how each has stepped 
out and planted a seed which has grown into something bigger within our community. 
While volunteering their time, service and passion, they have inspired others to join in 
their efforts and collectively made a difference in people’s lives in our community.

PANELISTS INCLUDE:
Nicholas Cobb
When he was four years old, Nicholas Cobb saw a homeless family living under a bridge. “It just didn’t make any sense to 
me,” he told NBC Nightly News. Then, he decided to do something about it. Nicholas began by collecting toiletries for the 
homeless and cleaning supplies for local homeless shelters. In 2009, at age 12, he started his own foundation, Comfort 
and Joy, to raise money to buy new coats for those living on the street. Through working with his Boy Scout troop, Nicholas 
raised $24,000 and bought hundreds of coats for the homeless. And this is just the beginning of his inspiring story.

Cara Mendelsohn
A tireless advocate for expanded programs and services for the homeless and underserved in our community, Cara has 
immersed herself in educating and encouraging awareness of the homeless population in Collin County. Through her work 
at The Samaritan Inn, she helps ensure that men, women and children residing there gain access to GED classes, computer 
skills, job search training, financial literacy, plus a whole lot more! Hear her story about what touched her heart and how she 
became involved in helping transform lives.

Larry Howe
As co-founder of Plano Solar Advocates, Larry is part of this grass roots volunteer group of Plano residents whose mission 
is to increase awareness and use of solar energy for electricity generation in Plano. Larry is passionate about sharing his 
knowledge with area residents and working to make solar energy affordable for the local community. He has harnessed his 
own energy to introduce and teach an interactive, fun lesson on making solar cars through local elementary schools.

Christopher Parr
For some immigrants, getting involved and speaking up can be difficult. As a founding member of the Plano Multicultural 
Outreach Roundtable (MCOR), Chris has poured his energy into promoting the city’s diversity by better serving its ethnic 
groups. He has helped the MCOR grow to provide a number of activities and community engagement workshops which help 
residents embrace the city’s changing racial and ethnic diversity and make the community all-inclusive, through the Plano 
International Festival, the World Peace Table Tennis Tournament and the Asian American Heritage Festival.

Graciela Katzer
Passionate about connecting different ethnic groups within the community, Graciela puts time, effort and energy into the 
Plano International Festival. Serving as president of this non-profit, she guided the event through its expansion over the 
last few years. Believing in the importance of teaching and modelling environmental stewardship for the planet, she also 
introduced the idea of Zero Waste to the event. This addition involved training youth as Green Ambassadors who taught 
attendees how to reduce waste, recycle, compost and eliminate unnecessary trash from the landfill.

Learn2LiveGreen.com
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Michael Fitzsimmons
Drums of the World and  
Audience Drum Circle
11:15 a.m. and 1:45 p.m., L2LG Main Stage
Michael Fitzsimmons’ music inspires the drummer in all of us! Michael is a 
percussionist, award-winning composer, and a performance and recording artist 
with Dancing Man Music. His concerts showcase an exciting variety of drums and 
flutes from around the world. Improvise, learn rhythms and have fun while beating 
on drums to make music!

Fly Like a Butterfly
Hitch a ride on the Austin Bike Zoo’s beautiful and inspiring 
butterfly bikes. These 10 to 18 foot butterflies portray species 
such as the Monarch, Tiger Swallowtail and Common Blue. Only 
with the Austin Bike Zoo can you ride upon a butterfly and fulfill 
your fantasy of flight.

Got Skills? 
Show ‘Em On The Mountain Bike Track
Kids enjoy an awesome opportunity to increase their bicycle skills in a safe and 
structured manner on this unique, custom-built mountain bike course. Choose from a 
fleet of mountain bikes available and put on a helmet for safety.  
Bring your kids to enjoy this free, fun experience!

NEW
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

C O M I N G  T O

Learn2LiveGreen.com
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Fresh & Fast 4 Foodies
Watch exciting demonstrations featuring local chefs and stores 
including Season 52, Mexican Sugar, Eatzies and Central Market. 
Watch as they share culinary secrets to making fast, fresh, and 
tasty dishes.

Headlining this year’s event is Chef Evelyn from the Urban-Foodie.com.  
Chef Evelyn has worked with Oprah’s private cook, Chef Art Smith, and with the Food 
Network’s Guy Fieri and Mario Batali. She has also cooked for  
Sheryl Crow and Colbie Caillat.

Come along and learn to cook some delicious and healthy alternatives to your favorite 
dishes. Get expert guidance and free samples. Vegetarian options will also be featured.

Food Fun Zone
Discover the fun in healthy food as you try some easy kid-proof 
recipes, taste yummy vegetables, and express yourself through 
food art. 
 
Enjoy an unforgettable performance by  The Bubble Lady  
while you’re there!

Instrument Petting Zoo
The Plano Symphony Orchestra brings an instrument petting zoo 
to L2LG! This collection of orchestral instruments features cases 
painted to look like different animals. The “Zoo” gives children the 
opportunity to see, hear and play different instruments.

Learn2LiveGreen.com
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Returning L2LG Favorites

The City of Plano is at it again, creating opportunities 
for you to become involved and learn more about your 
recycling services.

The Recycle Right Plano photo booth is back!
Have fun, make memories and learn more 
about Plano’s Gold Star Cart Program and 
improvements to your collection services. 

Take the Recycle Right Pledge and view the 
amazing see-through recycling cart. 

Register to win a free year of 
refuse/recycling services from 
Environmental Waste Services.

Join the Dallas Center for Architecture as they provide you with 
creative materials to build your own green building on a plot of 
land you choose in a community of the future. Find out how green 
building materials and systems make a real difference to our cities 
in this family-friendly building activity for kids of all ages.

Children of all ages love the chance to sit in the driver’s 
seat of a real recycling truck and see how it operates! 
Visit the Recycle Truck Experience!

	 •	 Operate a two-armed Labrie recycling truck!

	 •	 Meet the drivers!

The Recycle 
Truck Experience

Think like an Architect: 
   Build a Green City!

Learn2LiveGreen.com
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Learn2LiveGreen.com

Are you ready for the coming 
HOT summer heat?  

Is your home ready? 
A “tune-up” during the spring lowers your summer 

bills and makes your home more enjoyable, 
energy-efficient and possibly prevents power 

outages during peak days. 

Learn more at SmartEnergyLoans.com  
or come by the SEL booth at Learn 2 Live Green  

and learn firsthand how easy and beneficial it can be!
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10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 
Easy Fixes for Water 
Leaks & Water Efficiency 
Scott Watson,  
The Home Depot

11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 
Using Soaker Hoses for 
Trees & Foundations 
Patty Sipe,  
Heads Up Sprinkler

1:15 - 2:15 p.m. 
Drip Irrigation Basics 
Patty Sipe,  
Heads Up Sprinkler

 

2:45 - 3:45 p.m. 
Sprinkler Fixes  
for Beginners 
Patrick Dickinson, 
Texas AgriLife Extension

Water Efficiency 
Theater 1

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 
The Pipdillys in the 
Healthy-Living Musical 
Comedy, “Escape From 
Couch Potato Land!”

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Chad Pregracke, 
“Helping America’s  
Rivers: From the Bottom 
Up”

1 - 2 p.m. 
Heroes Next Door: 
How the Power of 
One Impacts an Entire 
Community

2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
Howard Garrett, 
Dirt Doctor

Well-Being 
Theater 4

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
You’ve Got the Power! 
DIY Home Energy 
Efficiency 
Larry Wallace, 
Advanced Energy Solutions

Noon - 1 p.m. 
Here Comes the Sun: 
The Future of Solar Energy 
Larry Howe & Bob Litwins, 
Plano Solar Advocates

1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
You’ve Got the Power! 
DIY Home Energy 
Efficiency 
Larry Wallace, 
Advanced Energy Solutions

3 - 4 p.m. 
Energy 2.0: 
Advanced Home  
Energy Retrofits 
Larry Wallace, 
Advanced Energy Solutions

Energy/Air 
Theater 2

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 
Top 5 Herbs to Grow  
and Use in Cooking 
Mary Nell Jackson, 
Heritage Herb Society

11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 
Texas Friendly Plants - 
Native & Adapted 
Lynda Strain,  
LKS Designs

1:15 - 2:15 p.m. 
The Basics of Sustainable 
Vegetable Gardening 
Linda Hornbaker, 
Eden Hill Vineyard & Winery, 
Collin County Master 
Gardener

2:45 - 3:45 p.m. 
Backyard Composting 
Bryan Moore, 
Collin County Master 
Gardeners, Texas Pure

Garden  
Theater 3

2014 L2LG SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
I N S I D E  T H E  A N G E L I K A  F I L M  C E N T E R

View this unique and popular annual art exhibit showcasing art 

reflecting an environmental theme through subject matter or the 

use of recycled, reused or sustainable materials. 

Art form and media vary from sculpture 

to photography, mixed media, drawing, 

painting, glass and jewelry. Vote for your 

favorite piece to determine which artists will 

receive awards and cash prizes.

2013 First Place Winner 
of the L2LG Art ContestGreen Art 2 

Exhibit

Learn2LiveGreen.com

Online pre-registration for ALL workshops is required: livegreenplano.obsres.com
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10 a.m. 
Lone Star Safari Show with Critterman
Discover the incredibly valuable services native animals perform to control  
pests and remove wastes from the environment naturally. See, learn and  
interact with seven different creatures. Get ready for some surprises along  
the way!

11:15 a.m. & 1:45 p.m. 
Michael Fitzsimmons, Drums of the World & Drum Circle
Bring the family and Michael Fitzsimmons’ music will inspire the drummer in all 
of us! A percussionist, award winning composer and recording artist, Michael’s 
concerts showcase an exciting variety of drums and flutes from around the world. 
Improvise, learn rhythms, and have fun while beating on drums to make music!

12:30 p.m. 
TI Jazz Band 
The Texas Instruments (TI) Jazz Band is a full 18-piece big band organized through 
the Texins Association of Texas Instruments. The group includes musicians from 
numerous organizations across Texas Instruments and Raytheon Systems.  
They’ve performed hundreds of concerts, including the Montreux Jazz Festival in 
Switzerland and the Cancun Jazz Festival. Don’t miss their big band sound!

3 p.m. 
Predators from the Sky - Gotcha Covered! 
Blackland Prairie Raptor Center
Raptors patrol day and night in search of a meal. How do they do it? 
Discover their unique adaptations!

L2LG MAIN STAGE

The Incredible Bubble Show with The Bubble Lady

2014 L2LG SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Learn2LiveGreen.com

Showtimes in the Food Fun Zone: 
10:15 a.m.; 11:15 a.m.; 12:15 p.m.;  

1:15 p.m.; 2:15 p.m.; 3:15 p.m.

Linda Berman entertains, educates, inspires 
and motivates using soap and water. Marvel 

as The Bubble Lady uses an incredible 
variety of household objects to create  

mind-boggling bubbles.
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A Big Thanks to Our Partners

Want to make  

your next event  

Zero Waste? 

Call (972) 769-
4130 

 for more   

  information.

Zero Waste Challenge!

Take the

• Bring your reusable shopping bags for your 
purchases.

• Take only the give-a-ways you need  
and really want.

• Bring a reusable water bottle.
• Use the recycling bins at the event.

Learn2LiveGreen.com

L2LG Event 
Evaluation
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L2LG Food Fun Zone
> Family Food Fun Activities
> The Bubble Lady
 

CHILDREN’S FUN!
> Nature Rocks
> Butterfly Bicycles
> Instrument Petting Zoo
> Mountain Bike TrackF
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FOUNTAIN

PARKING GARAGE
> Level One: 

Reserved VIP/Media
Handicapped

> Upper Levels:
General Parking

POST LEGACY PARKING GARAGE
Tenant Vehicles Only

PARKING GARAGE
General Parking

GENERAL PARKING

B

L2LG Main Stage
> Michael Fitzsimmons, 
    Drums of the World/Drum Circle
> TI Jazz Band
> Blackland Prairie Raptor Center
> Critterman, Lone Star Safari
 

GENERAL PARKING
Additional public parking is available north of Legacy Road 
and southwest of the Plano Marriott at Legacy.

L
MAIN STAGE

Learn2LiveGreen.com
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SPRING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Online class registration is required for all classes: livegreeninplano.obsres.com

For more information call (972) 769-4130

GARDEN 
VOLUNTEER 
WORKDAYS
8 - 11 a.m. on April 5 and 26
7 - 10 a.m. on May 10 and 17; 
and June 7 and 28
Environmental Education Center 
and Plano Community Garden
4116 W. Plano Parkway,  
More info: 
planocommunitygardentx.org

12

A P R I L
	 2	 - May 14  

Kids in the Garden
		  3:30 to 5 p.m., Wednesdays, Cost: $35 

for eight sessions, Register Online at 
livegreeninplano.obsres.com

	 3	 - May 22  
Eco Tots Discovery Hour  
(Spring Session)

		  9:30 -10:30 a.m., Thursdays, Cost $3 
resident/$5 non-resident, Register Online

	 6	 Nature Explore Family Club
		  3 - 4 p.m., FREE, Register Online

	 7	 Nature Explore Family Club
		  9:30 - 10:30 a.m., FREE, Register Online

	12	 Learn 2 Live Green (L2LG)
		  10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
		  The Shops at Legacy, FREE

	22	 Earth Day!
	24, 25 and 26
		  Live Green in Plano Volunteer Training
		  7 - 9 p.m., April 24 and 25
		  8 a.m. - 5 p.m., April 26
		  FREE, Register Online

	26 	Love Where You Live:  
Volunteer Litter Cleanup

		  8 a.m. - Noon, Cross Bend Christian Church
		  901 Cross Bend Road,  

Volunteer: planoplanning.org

26 	Texas SmartScape® Plant Sale
		  8:00 a.m. - Noon, The Home Depot
		  6200 W. Park Blvd., Plano, 75093  

More info: txsmartscape.com

M A Y
1	 LGIP Library Series: Water-Wise  

for the Summer Heat
	 7 - 8 p.m., Harrington Library, 1501 18th St.,
	 Plano 75074, FREE, Register Online

4	 Nature Explore Family Club
	 3 - 4 p.m., FREE, Register Online

5	 Nature Explore Family Club
	 9:30 - 10:30 a.m., FREE, Register Online

14	 Smart Yards for North Texas Talk & Tour
	 10:00 a.m. - Noon, FREE, Register Online

17	 The One Stop Drop:  
Great American Cleanup Collection

	 9 a.m. - Noon, Clark High School
	 523 W. Spring Creek Pkwy., FREE,  

More info: recyclerightplano.com

17	 Plano’s Great American Cleanup
	 All day, parks and creeks in Plano
	 Online registration is required,  

Register: keepplanobeautiful.org

23	 Environmental School Award 
Applications Deadline

	 Apply online at plano.gov/ECAawards

31	 Garden Green in Plano Series:  
Backyard Composting

	 8 - 11 a.m., FREE, Register Online

COLLECTION SCHEDULE CHANGES
Memorial Day - Monday, May 26

NO collection service on Monday, May 26
Trash, recycling, yard trimmings and bulky waste 

collections slide forward one day.
(Monday on Tuesday, Tuesday on Wednesday, and so on til Friday).

CITY HOLIDAY CLOSINGS - Memorial Day
City offices, Household Chemical Reuse Center, Texas Pure Custer 

Retail Facility, Texas Pure Regional Composting Facility, North 
Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) Transfer Stations and 121 

Regional Disposal Facility (RDF) are closed Monday, May 26 



The City of Plano and 
Keep America Beautiful 

invite you to join their annual campaign to remove several 
hundred tons of litter from our parks and waterways. 

It’s easy to participate!
•	 Organize a group of friends, family members, 

neighbors or work with an organization to participate. 
All ages are welcome to volunteer!

•	 Schedule your cleanup on Plano’s official date, 
Saturday, May 17 or choose an alternate date prior to 
May 31.

•	 Select a park, creek or neighborhood in Plano you’d 
like to clean or one will be assigned to you.

•	 Register online at keepplanobeautiful.org  
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

•	 The City of Plano provides supplies and support 
with each step.

13Unless noted otherwise, all events are held  
at the Environmental Education Center,  
4116 W. Plano Pkwy., Plano 75093

J U N E
 	1	 Nature Explore Family Club
		  3 - 4 p.m., FREE, Register Online

	2	 Nature Explore Family Club
		  9:30 - 10:30 a.m., FREE, Register Online

	5	 DIY Drip Irrigation
		  10 - 11:30 a.m., FREE, Register Online

	7	 Water Wise Landscape Tour
		  9 a.m. - 3 p.m., FREE,  

More info: plano.gov/landscapetour

	12 	- Aug 14 Eco Tots Discovery Hour 
(Summer Session)

		  9:30 - 10:30 a.m., Thursdays, Cost $3 
resident/$5 non-resident, Register Online

	17	 Irrigation Quick Fixes
		  7 - 8:30 p.m., FREE, Register Online

	27	 Clean Air Action Day
		  Take action to help improve air quality!  

More info: airnorthtexas.org

PLEDGE TO SAVE WATER!
The Third Annual National Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation from  
April 1-30 is a friendly, community-based competition between cities across the 
nation to see who can be the most “water-wise.” 

The City of Plano finished second last year and we need your help to reach 
first place this year! Take a minute and pledge to conserve water and energy at 
mywaterpledge.com. If the City of Plano wins our population category,  
all residents who pledged are entered to win thousands of dollars in prizes 
including a Toyota Prius c, water-saving fixtures and gift cards!  
Pledge today!

2014 Great American Cleanup
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The Natural Choice for  
Special Events

Looking for a “green” venue to hold special events or 
meetings? Renting the Environmental Education Center 
(EEC) and the surrounding gardens is simple. 

This beautiful, quiet setting serves as the perfect location 
for functions such as receptions, weddings, parties, 
reunions, showers and meetings. Amenities include state-
of-the-art audio/visual equipment, tables, chairs, galley 
kitchen with dishes, flatware and stemware.

For more information, availability and pricing, visit:  
eecgreenevents.com or call (972) 769-4130

Drop by the EEC at 4116 W. Plano Pkwy., Plano 75093 
and see for yourself!

E N V I R O N M E N T A L 
Education Center 

2 0 1 4  S u m m e r  S e r i e s
Taking Care of Our World

Young children from 3 to 5 years old explore  
what it means to live green this summer. 

All sessions are held on  
Thursdays from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

Cost is $3 resident/$5 non-resident, 
and online registration is required at  

livegreeninplano.obsres.com. 

June
	 12	 The Earth is Special
	 19	 Let’s All Share - Lessons from the Lorax
	 26	 Garbage Grouch and the 3 R’s

July
	 3	 Healthy Soil, Healthy Earth
	 10	 Garden Goodness
	 17	 Fun with the Sun
	 24	 Air All Around
	 31	 Water is a Home for Animals

August
	 7	 Meet Freddie the Fish, Keep Creeks Clean
	 14	 Love YOUR Water

livegreeninplano.com

®

  FAMILY CLUB

The club fosters the connection between children, families and their natural 
environment by offering quality time together outdoors.

While the club focuses on youth 4 to 8 years old, younger children can participate in 
hands-on activities and free play in the outdoor Nature Explore Classroom.

Each month’s meeting features a different theme with activities led by environmental 
educators and volunteers.  



The annual Environmental Community Awards 
celebration recognizes outstanding environmental 
leadership and achievement by honoring individuals, 
schools, neighborhood groups, and non-profits with the 
Environmental Star of Excellence awards. 

Projects, programs or services accomplished from May 
2013 to May 2014 which positively benefit the Plano 
community and its environment are eligible for this year’s 
awards. Winners are recognized at the Environmental 
Community Awards luncheon and cash prizes are 
awarded to winners in each of the categories. 

Details on award eligibility and applications are available 
at plano.gov/ECAawards.  
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Take Action to Improve Air Quality

livegreeninplano.com

This ozone season, Be Air Aware to protect your health 
and take action to reduce air pollution. Plano residents 
can improve air quality by joining together to implement 
focused strategies on Air Pollution Action Days (or days 
when ozone levels are unsafe). 

Take action by using the following strategies to  
Be Air Aware!

• 	 Sign up for Air Pollution Action Day alerts at 
airnorthtexas.org.

• 	 Know the Air Quality Index (AQI) and what 
each of the colors indicates.

• 	 Make behavioral changes, such as 
carpooling, avoiding idling, combining 
errands, maintaining your vehicle, and  
using mass transit.

• 	 Help protect friends and family by sharing 
this information.

Ozone season runs from March to November,  
so remember to Be Air Aware all season long!  

Take the pledge at airnorthtexas.org
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